August 2022 Report

Operating Contribution
for August:
• $3,037.26

Benevolence:
SHARE AND CARE DONATION: $514

• We helped one member pay for
medicine on a few occasions and
paid for other supplies needed.
($41)
• We helped one member who
had shoulder surgery with food
with a gift card to Walmart.
($111)
• We paid an electric bill for one
of our single moms. ($146)
• We paid for one of our single
mom’s vehicles to be repaired.
She plans to reimburse the
church when she is in a better
financial situation. $566
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THE PERFECT STORM
This month we experienced what we might call, “the Perfect Ministry Storm.“ In our
ministry context, the high number of needs, challenges, and crises, combined with low
resources with which to address them, always present great challenges to us. August
brought an extra measure of di culty beyond the norm.
Early that month, Don and Deanne left town on a six week trip. Further, we sadly
experienced the death of one of our very engaged members, Robert Davenport, and on
the ip side of that coin, we joyfully welcomed the birth of two new babies into two of our
households. Additionally, another one of our very engaged members had shoulder
surgery. All of these events called upon us to provide lots of assistance and support.
Furthermore, it seemed that several of our people who are in chronic need, ramped up
their pleas for help.
This “perfect storm” decreased our number of capable servants, and greatly increased
the need for hands-on service and support. Prior to the Williams’ departure, our sta
leadership team discussed the challenge that was on the horizon, and we determined
that we would aim to do what we could do with honor, compassion, and integrity, while
entrusting it all (done and undone) into the Master’s hands. One small but helpful
strategic adjustment we made, prior to their trip, was that we combined our two
midweek gatherings on Tuesday and Wednesday nights into one meeting on Tuesday
night.
In addition to the Williamses excursion being somewhat of a sabbatical, it also aided in
their gradual e ort to slow down the pace of life and ministry, as they approach 70. A
corollary bene t, to our ministry team and church family, was that it helped to prepare us
for not having them around as much.

We must confess to having experienced some of the all too familiar “compassion
fatigue” during this time—falling into the enemy’s tricks, traps and temptations to
operate in our own strength. Yet, by God’s grace, there were many victories as well—
enabling us to love, serve, and help, with a measure of the mercy and manner of Jesus.
We continue to be a work in progress. Please pray for us in that regard.
One nal take-away for us, as we glean the lessons from this time, is the importance of
“sabbatical”—making and taking time in each increment of time to rest, recharge, restore
and reorient ourselves—each minute, hour, day, week, month, and year. This principle
applies to all of God’s ministers, paid and unpaid, you, me, all followers of Christ. If we
don’t, no matter what the pressures are upon us, we are vastly more susceptible to the
wiles of the wicked one. Jesus himself took time to be alone with the Father, and no one
had more weight of responsibility than he. Let us do likewise. :-)
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May River City Church be
rooted and established in
love and have power to
grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to
know this love that
surpasses all
understanding. Fill River
City Church to the
measure of all the
fullness of God.
Ephesians 3:17-19
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For the Lord of the
harvest to send more
laborers to River City
Church. Matthew 9:38
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Adults

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS
MID-WEEK GATHERINGS

The pressure and stress, resulting from this perfect storm, revealed both strengths and
weaknesses in our ministry infrastructure, and even more importantly, in our own hearts.
When we notice ourselves becoming stressed, agitated, or irritated, we know that we are
operating in our own power—allowing the demands and expectations of others to rule
us. Our divine dictate is to operate out of the fullness of who we are and what we have in
Christ—maintaining our gracious and joyful attitude no matter what circumstances,
expectations or attitudes befall us.
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August 2022 Report

Youth Highlights:
• August was a month of many transitions.
• We had two end-of-summer activities for our kids and teens. We also had devotionals on respect & time management to
prep for starting school.
• We had Senior Sunday for our seniors who graduated High School and College.
• Cristina and Katelyn redecorated and rearranged classrooms to help with a fresh start for the new school year.
• We delivered school backpacks from Chenal and Central Church of Christ, which helped us catch up with some kids we
hadn’t seen in a while.
• Katelyn is sticking around longer as a part-time intern for the School year.
• We had a few guest speakers this month, and the teens joined the adults for the sermons. We had VBS-style classes for
August.

Want to know more about the work of River City Church?
Staff Contact Information:
Keith Lape
Minister of the Word

Don Williams
Minister of the Word

Cristina Santiago
Youth Ministry Apprentice

Kyndra Thomas
Office Manager

501-944-6419
KLape@me.com

501-658-1449
donaldwilliams5@me.com

870-302-9396
cbsantiago@icloud.com

501-258-0687
nlrrivercitychurch@gmail.com

