
 

Average Attendance Adults Teens Kids Total
SUNDAY WORSHIP 24 4 7 35

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS 19 4 7 30
MID-WEEK GATHERINGS 10 12 6 28

Operating Contribution for May: $2,165 

Benevolence: Share and Care Donation: $212  

My Friend Charlene 
Written By: Keith Lape 

It was about a dozen years ago that I began noticing, with 
some regularity, a zombie like figure roaming the streets; 

gaunt, emaciated, with hardened features—making it 
hard to discern whether this figure was a man or a 
woman. No matter, one thing was clear, here was a 

person Jesus made in his image, a wayward child, one 
whom he treasured and loved, and for whom he died.  

In that light, it was impressed upon me to engage this 
figure in order to reflect the heart of Jesus. My efforts 
began by being intentional about making eye contact 
smiling, waving, and offering verbal greetings. At first, 

these were met by blank stares, but gradually turned to 
half-hearted waves. These intentional efforts grew into 

eye contact, real waves, short visits, dialogue, and 
friendship.  

Eventually, I learned her name was Charlene. She shared 
with me her story, filled with horror and heartache. I 

shared Jesus and His family with her; and on October 8, 
2012, she embraced Jesus as her Lord and Savior, and 

was baptized into Christ for the remission of her sins.  

Having walked the streets for many years, selling her 
body to support a crack addiction, she was ready for 

something better than a zombie-like existence. So our 
River City Church family has walked with her on this often 

rough road to recovery.  

How does one fall into such horror? It usually begins with 
a season of tragedy, terror, and trauma. One day, as 

Charlene and I were driving in the neighborhood on an 
errand, she pointed and said that years ago as a child, 

she was abducted by a man at that spot, and raped in a 
nearby shed. This was one of her many traumas.  

In the decade since her conversion, it has been a battle, 
but she is never alone in it. There have been many ups and 

downs, many rehabs and half-way houses. One thing 
remains, FRIENDSHIP; the friendship of Jesus, that came 

at His expense, the loving fellowship of her RCC family, and 
the friendship we share as we walk this journey together. 
Charlene has especially grown fond of my youngest child, 

Katelyn, who has joined us on some of our visits.  

Right now, thanks to the gracious assistance provided by 
some of you, Charlene is in a transitional living environment 
in Jonesboro, after completing a month rehab in Fort Smith. 

She’s working hard, by God's grace, to keep moving 
forward. In our “partnership for progress” we speak daily, 

using the phone some of you helped provide, to exchange 
words of encouragement. Please add my friend, and your 

sister, Charlene, to your prayer list, that she will find healing 
and hope, as she grows in the LIFE that only JESUS can 

provide.  

(NOTE: this article is printed with permission from Charlene)

June 2022 Report

HAPPENINGS FROM THE MONTH 
• We are grieved to report one of our teen boys, Christopher Perkins, was shot and 

killed. We ask that you keep his mom and sister in your prayers. We have been 
dedicated to helping their family through prayer, financial support, and stopping by 
to check-in. We are thankful for our members who helped cover the cost of the 
memorial service.

• Several of our members are going through some challenging times, financially, 
mentally, spiritually, and emotionally. We have partnered with each of them to 
help the best we can in these areas. 

• Several members had COVID, including Keith, Laura, and Cristina. This made for a 
more challenging time for logistics with church services and transportation, but it 
all worked out, and everyone has recovered.

• In April, we had a man contact Keith, requesting Keith to baptize him. While Keith 
was out, Don tried to get in touch with him for a month. By God's grace, he made 
contact with us near the end of May when Keith was back. Keith and Don visited 
with him, and Don baptized him into Christ. Please keep him in your prayers. He 
has a lot of legal challenges to work through.

• Don and Deanne had lunch with Jerry and Dotsie Neill in Searcy. Dotsie and Jerry 
are planning to move to North West Arkansas to be closer to their family. The Lord 
has blessed the four of them as encourages to one another ever since Jerry was the 
executive director for Hopeworks in 2008. Jerry has had a significant impact on 
both Don and Deanne. They sincerely appreciate his God-given talent to lead and 
mentor others. We pray the Lord blesses them in their new adventure.

• Don has enjoyed preaching through the Life of Christ material on Sunday mornings 
this month. It has been an encouragement for him as well as the congregation. We 
will be enjoying this series together for the remainder of the year.

• Keith and others spent a significant amount of time preparing for CityWeek Camp, 
also known as JR. Week at Camp Caudle. This week is shared with Silver City 
Church. It's an exhausting but rewarding time each year.

• We paid for a bus pass for our newly 
baptized brother. ($36)

• We sent a care package and a bought 
a phone for one of our ladies in 
rehab. ($34)

• We paid for gas and an electric bill for 
one of our single moms going 
through a hard time. ($222)

• We bought a needed household 
supply for one of our elderly ladies. 
($11)

• We paid for a one night hotel stay for 
an emergency situation for one of 
our young moms. We also bought 
food and paid for her to go to the 
laundry mat. ($44)

• We provided food and other supplies 
for our family grieving the loss of 
their son/brother. ($74)

• We paid for two Uber rides and 
medicine for our lady who has cancer. 
($55)



Youth Highlights: 

We had a successful first month of summer, with youth attending two camp 
sessions. Cristina and Katelyn joined five youth at camp Caudle where 

everyone was able to worship in nature and catch up with their Silver City 
friends. 

Our younger kids had a three day VBS dedicated to studying the story of 
Jonah and encouraging them to “be submerged in God’s word.” The week was 

full of water activities and we had a great turn out of about 16 kids.

Katelyn wrapped up the month with a big swim trip to Cabot Aquatic Park 
with about 10 kids & teens, Laura and Dule accompanied as well. 

Prayer Request: 

✦For the Lord of the harvest to 
send more laborers to River City 
Church. Matthew 9:38

✦Prayers for our members who 
are burdened and weary to go to 
God for comfort, rest, and 
understanding. Matthew 11:28 

✦For the Lord to fill the RCC 
Family with wisdom, discipline, 
and good judgement so as to 
bring joy. Proverbs 23:23-24 

✦For the Lord to write His  
commandments on the hearts of 
our RCC families. Deuteronomy 
6:6-7

Want to know more about the work at River City Church? 
Staff Contact Information: 

Keith Lape  
Minister of the Word 

501-944-6419 
KLape@me.com

Don Williams  
Minister of the Word   

501-658-1449 
donaldwilliams5@me.com

Cristina Santiago 
Youth Ministry Apprentice 

870-302-9396 
cbsantiago@icloud.com

Kyndra Thomas  
Office Manager 

501-258-0687 
nlrrivercitychurch@gmail.com
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Katelyn co-teaching the teen 
class with Keith

Don baptizing Matthew Our Crew at Camp Caudle for 
CityWeek
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