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Eric & Susan Guild Mission Update
July & August 2021

All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and
shall glorify your name. — Psalm 86:9

In July and August 2021 we took Anna (& Matthew) to university and visited
family, traveled to Kenya and began life in Nairobi, and Eric also visited a
church planting work in Tanzania…and moved (some of) our things to Kenya!
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Visiting Family in the USA
After the recent busy, full months of wrapping up our life and ministry in
Mwanza, we began our much anticipated travel to the US in early July. We
eagerly boarded our flights, ready to see our families again after 2 years apart.
We enjoyed the opportunity to see and catch up with our parents as well as
various extended family members in both Oregon and Texas, including Eric’s
“Nana” who turned 100 years old earlier this year. It was also good to see and
spend some time with Matthew. He took a short course and worked full time
during the summer and began his junior year as a Kinesiology major at ACU.
We took a quick vacation to the Oregon coast together and also spent time
with him in Abilene.
We also helped Anna with all the myriad things involved with a move to the US
to be ready to begin college as a graphic design major at ACU in mid August.
She got a US phone line, registered for her college courses, attended
university orientation, and took a driver’s ed course, among various other small
details. After growing up and attending school in Tanzania her whole life up to
this point, it was a big transition to move to the US and begin college in a new
country. We trust she is ready for this new adventure and we are so thankful
that she is near her Guild grandparents and big brother Matthew to help
support her through this transition. In mid August, we boarded another plane
(this time just the four of us!) to return to Africa and begin a new chapter of our
lives living in Nairobi, Kenya.
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Beginning Life in Nairobi
We landed in Nairobi during the cold season (July & August), referred to by
locals as “winter”. After leaving 100F+ temperatures in Texas, the cold that
greeted us upon arrival in Nairobi was quite a change! We bundled up in coats
and extra layers, drank a lot of hot tea and soup during the daytime, and
placed hot water bottles in our beds at night to try to stay warm. Slowly, the
weather began to warm up and we began to adjust to the new climate.
Change became the new normal for us as we adjusted to all things new and
different. We found a small furnished house to rent in a secure neighborhood
close to the girls’ new school, Rosslyn Academy (an American curriculum,
Christian, international school), as well as being within walking distance of a
small shopping center (groceries, pharmacy, banking, etc). This housing is
quite a blessing to find and has been the perfect spot for us to “land” as we
transition to life in Kenya.
We also started work on all of the usual government processes to live and
work here legally, including work permit, dependent passes, ID cards, driver’s
licenses, etc. With the help of fellow missionaries and new friends we found a
local service to help us navigate these things. Rebecca and Elisabeth are both
adjusting well to their new school and to the different curriculum (American
instead of British, as in Mwanza). They are both making some friends in their
classes and are joining in some after school activities (swimming and football).
They miss some special friends from Mwanza but they are keeping in touch
with them and are thankful for the blessings they have at their new school too.
We are thankful for God’s faithfulness during this big transition for all of us!
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Datooga Mission Work
Quickly, after moving into our new rental house, Eric traveled back to Tanzania
to bring a load of our things to Kenya, and to visit an encouraging work in a
different region of Tanzania. Several Kenya-based missionaries, Larry Conway
and Mark Berryman, have been working with a network of Kenyan churches to
raise awareness and support (locally) to send missionaries to Tanzania. A tribe
in Tanzania, called the Datooga, is a “cousin” tribe to the Kalenjin tribe in
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Kenya, being both linguistically and culturally related. However, the Datooga
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very remotely and have been very neglected in terms of development,
whether schools, hospitals, infrastructure, etc., and this is also true for the
gospel—there are very few Christians among the Datooga people.
Zephania and Gladys, Kalenjin Christians, responded to the call and now live
and work among the Datooga in a town called Hydom. They have learned the
language and are sharing about Jesus through an audio Bible, since there is
no printed Bible in the Datooga language. Eric was able to witness several
house churches, mostly women, gather to welcome visitors, share a meal, and
ask questions about their Bible reading. They also baptized one older woman
later that day! It was very encouraging for the Sukuma leaders to also hear
about this work, how great the need is in another region of Tanzania, and how
Kenyan churches were sending some of their own to teach disciples and plant
churches. This touched and challenged all those who heard it and will be a
great opportunity for more Tanzanian and Kenyan churches to participate.
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Prayer Requests
Thank you for praying for us and this ministry.
Pray for Anna as she adjusts to living in the USA, and she and Matthew’s
college experience, that they learn, grow, and find joy
Pray for our family in Nairobi, as we settle into new routines and places,
especially Rebecca and Elisabeth at their new school
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Pray for the Tanzanian church leaders in Mwanza, for continued
Translate
leadership growth, and for the Datooga work, for Zephania and Gladys,
and the young house churches there
Pray for our paperwork for Kenya, ID’s, permits, DL, etc.
Pray for us to make good relationships with those to whom God leads
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To donate to this work, or find out more information,
please email us at: *|eric.guild@gmail.com|*,
or connect with our sponsoring ministry parters below:
*|HTML:Pleasant Valley Church of Christ|**|HTML:Southwest Church of Christ|*
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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