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New Studies
We have started a couple of new studies since our last newsletter.

We are doing a church wide study on Wednesday nights.  To begin the year we studied 1
Thessalonians and in March we started a study of the book of Revelation.  Several
members had asked last year to study this book and it has been great to be able to do it.  It
would have been nice to do this in person but as the pandemic here has continued to have
a significant impact we have chosen to do this over Zoom.  The entire group is being
encouraged to memorize Revelation 2:10 as part of the study: “Be faithful until death, and I
will give you the crown of life.”

Also in the month of March a small group began going through the Crown Financial
Ministries personal finance course.  Crown limits the number of participants at twelve and
we have a full group.  The group has been very participative and inquisitive.  I have been
very pleased that the husband of a long time member has participated in this study.  This
man (his name is Paulo) has never visited church before and we are all excited to have him
participate.  Hopefully this time together will help draw him closer to the church and
eventually spark a desire to follow the Lord.

School of the Bible Update
In the month of March we began a new evangelistic group study.  This School of the Bible
class is completely over Zoom.  The group started with ten participants and over 6 weeks
the group has settled at six participants.  This group has been very active through a texting
app (WhatsApp).  Every day people post stating they did their daily Bible reading and
encouraging the other participants to continue.  Please pray for these students that they'll
be receptive to the teachings and will recognize their need for the Savior.

New Building Permits Issued
We had to re-submit for a fire permit due to some minor changes that we wanted to make
to the church building.  Just before the pandemic hit we began this process and due to the
pandemic the process was even slower than it would be normally.  Just last week we
received the approved permit.  We are pleased to be past this hurdle.  We now need to
submit this permit to the city along with the altered architectural drawing so the entire
project can be approved by the city.

Pandemic in Brazil
The pandemic has continued to have a major impact in every way.  Most recently the city of
Niterói along with the surrounding cities has tightened up COVID prevention measures by
re-entering into lockdown.  Some of the measures have been closing schools, beaches,
gyms, and other non-essencial businesses and activities, and restaurants are only allowed
to serve take-out. Since September, churches have only been allowed to have in-person
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worship at 25% capacity.  For Sunday, April 18th, the city has dropped that number to 10%.

We are prayerful the vaccination numbers will soon increase and infection rates will drop.

Family Update
We recently celebrated Samuel’s birthday, a second pandemic birthday for him.  Thankfully
he’s pretty understanding about not having a big party and had a great time with just the
family.

Aside from celebrating Samuel’s birthday, we’ve been maintaining the status quo around
here.  As mentioned before, the city of Niterói went back into lockdown the last week of
March with only essential services allowed to open.  Because of that we are still practicing
safe-at-home measures, only going out when necessary to buy groceries (although Nathan
does still go to the church building a few times a week).  One nice thing though, is that the
weather here is finally starting to change.  Although our “fall” season isn’t nearly what it is
for those of you in the US, we still appreciate the slightly lower temperatures while we are
outside playing.

Top Left: Birthday celebrations
Top Right: Playing dress-up
Bottom: Decorating Easter eggs the Brazilian way (a chocolate egg, chocolate filling, and chocolate candies on top!)

Thank You!
We want to take the opportunity to say thank you for your continued financial support

during this time!  We know many of you may have experienced and may still be
experiencing hardships due to the pandemic, and that makes us appreciate all the

more your faithfulness to our work in Niterói.

If you would like to make a donation to this work, you can send a check to the following:  

Pleasant Valley Church of Christ
10900 Rodney Parham Rd.

Little Rock, AR 72212 
Memo Line: Niterói, Brazil (or Nathan Zinck)

Prayer Requests:
Thank you so much for praying for us and our work.  The following are a few of our
prayer requests:

1. For our new School of the Bible class that started March 2
2. For our family, especially the kids, as we continue to remain at home
3. For the health of our church members as we meet together in-person, and for
continued unity among those that cannot be together
4. That in this uncertain time we can still find ways to train leaders within the church
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