
Dear supporters and pray-ers,	
		
I hope this message finds you well as we all mark a year of dealing with the 
coronavirus. Below you’ll find the latest on how things are going here with the pandemic 
and with our work as well.	
		
RAISING FUNDS :: CAN YOU HELP?	
		
Since our December newsletter, several of you have pledged to support us in our new 
phase of mission work and we’re so thankful. We’ve more than doubled our monthly 
support — from $550 up to $1135. But we still need to raise $3775/mo and have until 
August to do it! If you could chip in $25, $50, $100, whatever is right for you, it would be 
a huge help. 	
		
Right now we’re looking for pledges to begin giving in August. Please let me know if 
you’d like to give. As it gets closer to time, we’ll send details about how you can make 
your monthly donations. As a reminder, here is our budget:	

• PERSONAL: $3784/mo — housing, food, clothes, phone/net, insurance, savings, etc. 
• WORK FUND: $1126/mo — supplies, food, overhead for missionary care apartment, 

website, retreats and conferences, etc.  
• TOTAL: $4910/mo 

WHAT MISSIONARIES NEED	
		
I’ve just finished the third of four courses as I pursue a postgraduate certificate in 
Mission Care and Counseling. The third course, Single and Family Issues in Missions, 
focused on the specific issues that married couples, their children, and singles face on 
the mission field. Each position in life brings particular challenges when living cross-
culturally. 	
		
For example, it can put a strain on marriages. Our professor says that, when moving 
overseas, married couples should expect to relive all of their marital problems within the 
first couple of years on the field! The stress of making so many adjustments at once can 
make those issues resurface. Wherever you live, I can highly recommend one book we 
read: The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work, by John Gottman. For a helpful 
overview, you can watch this video.	
		
Missionary kids (MKs) live a unique and rich life as they grow up in various places 
around the world. But living among cultural worlds brings its own challenges, including 
issues related to identity (Who am I? Where is home?) and grief (lost time with loved 
ones). And the mobile life of missionaries can be stressful for them, too. MKs are part of 
a larger category called Third Culture Kids. If you’d like to learn more about that, I 
recommend the book Third Culture Kids: Growing Up Among Worlds.	
		
Personal issues are among the most common for why cross-cultural workers struggle to 
adjust and end up returning home earlier than planned. We hope to put what we’re 
learning into practice in helping missionaries survive and thrive in their home life and 



ministry work — and in our own lives as well! Please pray for us as we take steps to 
realize this new vision.	
		
IN LOCKDOWN AGAIN :: ONE YEAR WITH THE CORONAVIRUS	
		
On March 1st, we marked the one-year anniversary of the first cases of the coronavirus 
in the Czech Republic. Things started off well here when cases first appeared with a 
quick lockdown that kept numbers very low. But a year later, things are quite different. 
After a few missteps by the government and pandemic exhaustion on the part of the 
people, numbers are way up — among the worst in the world — and hospitals are full. 
So we’re in the midst of a three-week lockdown similar to the one we had a year ago. 
We’ve even made it into the world news recently in light of how bad things have 
gotten: https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/28/europe/czech-republic-coronavirus-disaster-
intl/index.html	
		
Things have come full circle. It makes me feel like we should do the things we were 
doing a year ago — watching news conferences every night to see what new measures 
the government would take, making makeshift masks out of things in our home, learning 
how to order groceries online, being thankful we at least have a backyard to play in, and 
hoping things will get better soon so we can travel to the States and see our family. We 
still hope for that — so they can finally meet our now one-year-old Sarah.	
		
Because of the lockdown, we’re only able to meet with people in person on occasion. 
Most meetings, as I’m sure they do where you are as well, still take place online.	
		
RECENT HAPPENINGS	

• February: Finalized move out of our activity center 
• March: Finished tax report for our church / nonprofit 
• Ongoing: Progress on the required documents to remodel our basement. I don’t know 

how it works where you come from, but here you have to pester contractors and builders 
to do what you need them to. I’ve been doing that and still the contractor isn’t moving as 
fast as I’d like. 

• Ongoing: Prepping basement for reconstruction 
UPCOMING	

• More fundraising 
• Course #4: Cross-Cultural Counseling Applications 
• More training over the summer, fall, and beyond: Intro to spiritual direction (May), Cerny-

Smith Stress test (summer or fall), art therapy, play therapy, debriefing 
• Setup for new phase: establish new nonprofit, design logo and website, etc. 
• When the pandemic allows: in-person Křižovatka meeting to discuss details regarding a 

simpler model for the future 
REMINDER :: A NEW PHASE	
		
As I conclude, I’ll share a summary of our plans for the future to remind you of the 
overall picture. The main focus in this new chapter will be:	

• Providing preventive and restorative care to missionaries. Our house will be a tool for 
doing that — providing accommodation where workers can find rest and renewal and 
process their experiences with us. 



In addition we’ll be: 	
• Assisting the church group (Křižovatka) we helped start in Olomouc transition to a 

simpler model, being available to coach and encourage them long-term, 
• Reaching out to new people and inviting them to join us in our home for worship once 

the pandemic and our transition time are over, 
• Offering church leaders and congregations in our region education and advice on being 

environmentally-friendly in their activities and individual lives — on being good stewards 
of God’s creation. 

PRAYER REQUEST	
		
Though it’s stable for the moment, Monika’s mom, Paula, is still battling cancer which 
has spread to various parts of her body. Please pray for strength, healing, and peace 
for her. 	
		
PICTURES AND THANKS	
		
You’ll find a few pictures attached. Again because of the limitations of the pandemic 
most of them are of us. :-) We had a few very cold weeks and enjoyed the winter 
weather, including a first for this Arkansas boy — walking out on a frozen lake! Here’s a 
link to a video to see Olomouc residents having fun on the lake on the edge of town.	
		
Thanks so much for taking an interest in our work, supporting us, and praying for us. It 
means a lot! We hope to hear from you soon.	
		
		
Blessings, 
Mitch, Monika, Sam & Sarah	
 


